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2009 OCTA Convention Schedule �

August 18-22, 2009 

All events at The Ranch unless otherwise noted 
�
Monday, August 17 Pre-Convention Tour: South Platte/Overland Trail 
Mon. & Tue., Aug. 17 & 18 Pre-Convention Tour: Cherokee Trail 
Mon. & Tue., Aug. 17 & 18 Pre-Convention Tour: Overland Mail and Stage Route, 1862 
 
Tuesday, August 18 
 6:30 a.m.— 7:45 a.m. Chapter Presidents’ Breakfast at IHOP, 5450 Stone Creek Circle 
 8:00 a.m.— 5:00 p.m. OCTA Board of Directors Meeting at Best Western  
 7:00 p.m.— 9:00 p.m. Welcome Reception with No-Host Bar and Entertainment 
 
Wednesday, August 19 
 8:00 a.m.— 9:45 a.m. Opening Ceremonies and General Membership Meeting 
 10:00 a.m.—11:15 a.m. Keynote Speaker:  Lee Whiteley, “Pathways to Gold” 
 11:45 a.m.— 1:15 p.m. Agency Appreciation Luncheon 
 1:45 p.m.— 2:30 p.m. Speaker: Colleen Sievers 
 2:30 p.m.— 3:15 p.m. Speakers: Pat Fletcher and Dr. Jack E. Fletcher 
 3:15 p.m.— 4:00 p.m. Speaker: Wes Brown 
 4:15 p.m.— 5:00 p.m. Chapter Meetings 
 5:00 p.m.  Dinner on your own 
 6:00 p.m.— 6:45 p.m. Guided Walking Tour of Loveland to the Rialto Theater  
 7:00 p.m.— 9:00 p.m. “In Pursuit of a Dream” Premiere at the Rialto Theater 
 
Thursday, August 20 
 7:30 a.m.— 5:00 p.m. Bus Tours: 
 A: Cherokee Trail and Overland Stage Route Tour 
 B: Cherokee Trail and Overland Stage Route Tour & HIKE 
 C: Four Forts/South Platte River Tour 
 D: Loveland/Berthoud Tour: Trails Across the Thompson Valleys 
 5:30 p.m.— 6:30 p.m. Happy Hour with No-Host Bar 
 6:30 p.m.— 9:00 p.m. Awards Dinner and Live Auction 
 
Friday, August 21 
 8:00 a.m.— 8:45 a.m. Speaker: Jerry Greene 
 8:45 a.m.— 9:30 a.m. Speaker: Michael Landon 
 9:45 a.m.—10:30 a.m. Speakers: Kevin Reddy and Don Erickson 
 10:30 a.m.—11:15 a.m. Speakers: Johanna Harden, Annette Gray,  
 Cheryl Matthews, Ian C. Griffis, Neil R. Hauser 
 11:45 a.m.— 1:15 p.m. National History Day Luncheon 
 1:45 p.m.— 2:30 p.m. Speaker: Michael Moore 
 2:30 p.m.— 3:15 p.m. Speakers: Bill Meirath, Alfred Vigil, and Sharon Danhauer 
 3:30 p.m.— 5:00 p.m. Workshops 
 5:00 p.m.  Dinner on your own 
 6:00 p.m.— 9:00 p.m. Authors’ Night with No-Host Bar and Entertainment 
 
Saturday, August 22 
 7:30 a.m.— 5:00 p.m. Bus Tours: 
 A: Cherokee Trail and Overland Stage RouteTour 
 B: Cherokee Trail and Overland Stage Route Tour & HIKE 
 C: Four Forts/South Platte River Tour 
 D: Loveland/Berthoud Tour: Trails Across the Thompson Valleys 
 6:00 p.m.— 8:30 p.m. Barbecue with Entertainment 
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On behalf of the Colorado-Cherokee Trail Chapter, we would like to welcome you to OCTA’s 27th 
Annual Convention, Cherokee Trail to the West 1849-1859.  This is the first convention that OCTA 
has held in Colorado and it is focused upon Colorado trails that you may not have traversed before.  
We hope that you will join us in Loveland for what promises to be a week of very interesting 
presentations about these trails, along with tours, entertainment and the premiere of In Pursuit of a 
Dream, OCTA’s exciting new movie. 
 
Registration will begin at noon on Tuesday, August 18 at The Ranch in Loveland.  The Ranch is 
located near I-25 Exit 259.  From this exit travel east on Crossroads Boulevard one mile to 
Fairgrounds Avenue (County Road 5) and go north to the entrance.  Follow the signs to the Thomas 
M. McKee 4-H, Youth and Community Building. 
 
The convention website is: www.octa-colorado.org/2009_convention.htm.  Please visit the site in the 
interim for further information and updates. 
 
We look forward to seeing you in Loveland in August. 

 
               Camille Bradford, President 
               Colorado-Cherokee Trail Chapter 

 
2009 Convention Steering Committee 

 
Winnie Burdan 

Pat and Jack Fletcher 
Nancy Houtz 

Jane and Lee Whiteley 
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Trails of Eastern Colorado 
 

Lee Whiteley 
 
 Wagon routes in eastern Colorado were dictated by the rugged Rocky Mountains of central 
Colorado and the two major rivers flowing east from them, the South Platte and Arkansas. Prior to the 
Colorado gold rush of 1859, wagons avoided the mountains, and instead took a north-south route 
along the front range of the mountains, the west edge of Stephen Long’s “Great American Desert.” 
 Beginning in 1823, the Santa Fe Trail, the great “trail of commerce,” followed 12 miles of the 
Cimarron River in extreme southeastern Colorado. The 1833 Mountain Branch of the trail ascended 
the Arkansas River, and then turned southwest just west of Bent’s Old Fort to cross Raton Pass into 
New Mexico. 
 With the rise of the fur-trade era in the mid 1830s, a north-south pack trail called the Trappers 
Trail connected Taos and Santa Fe with Fort Laramie in present-day Wyoming. This trail passed the 
four civilian trading forts along the South Platte River north of present-day Denver: Forts Lupton, 
Jackson, Vasquez, and St. Vrain. 
 To supply these forts, the first wagon road along the front range of the Rocky Mountains was 
blazed, running up the Arkansas River to Pueblo, then over the “Arkansas/Platte Divide” to the South 
Platte River. This trail was used, and then extended northwest to Fort Bridger, Wyoming, by 
California-bound gold seekers in 
1849. Named for some of the users 
of the trail, this Cherokee Trail made 
the long detour north to avoid 
Colorado’s Rocky Mountains. The 
Cherokee Trail crossed the South 
Platte River east of present-day 
Greeley, then crossed the Laramie 
Mountains into Wyoming. Beginning 
in 1850, emigrants crossed the 
South Platte at present-day Denver. 
Following present-day U.S. Highway 
287, this 1850 branch of the 
Cherokee Trail joined the earlier 
route at present-day LaPorte. 
 With the discovery of gold in 1859 in the very mountains that had been so avoided, the Smoky 
Hill Trail was established across the high plains between the South Platte and Arkansas River. This 
route to the “Pikes Peak” goldfields was the shortest route from the Missouri River, but not the 
easiest. 
 An 1859 branch of the Oregon-California Trail, the great “trail of emigration,” took a 12 mile loop 
through extreme northeastern Colorado, crossing the South Platte River at the “Upper California 
Crossing,” then ascending Lodgepole Creek back into present-day Nebraska. This South Platte River 
Trail carried heavy traffic in that year, due to the discovery of gold west of Denver. 
 Ben Holladay moved his Overland Stage Line from the route through Fort Laramie south to the 
South Platte River in 1862. This trail ascended the river to join the 1849 Cherokee Trail near Greeley. 
A branch line continued along the South Platte to Denver. The Overland Trail was changed in 1864 to 
include Denver on the primary route, using the “cross-country” Fort Morgan Cutoff, and then following 
the 1850 Cherokee Trail route north of Denver. 
 Loveland is located on the 1850 Cherokee Trail / 1864 Overland Trail and is 15 miles northwest 
of the Trappers Trail / South Platte River Trail / 1849 Cherokee Trail. 
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PRE-CONVENTION TOURS 
�

Each of these tours will require an overnight stay near the starting point of the tour. 
All times used are Mountain Daylight Time. 
A tour’s itinerary may be changed due to weather or other circumstances. 
 
Please communicate with the contact person indicated for your tour for additional information about 
the tour, requirements, changes, times, etc. 
 
Starting point for the SOUTH PLATTE/OVERLAND TRAIL TOUR  is Julesburg, Colorado. There are two near-
by motels suggested by tour guide, Bill Petersen: 
 Big Springs, Nebraska…Motel 6, I-80 exit #107 
  Reservation Phone: 1-800-466-8356 
 Julesburg, Colorado…Budget Host Platte Valley Inn, 15225 Hwy 385 
  Reservation Phone: 1-800-283-4678 or 1-970-474-3336 
 
Rock Springs, Wyoming is the starting point for both the CHEROKEE TRAIL TOUR  and the OVERLAND MAIL 
and STAGE TOUR.  Rock Springs has several major motel chains.  For lodging information, please check the 
Wyoming Tourism webpage www.wyomingtourism.org/placestostay?view=List. 
�
SOUTH PLATTE/OVERLAND TRAIL TOUR 
Monday, August 17, 2009  
One-day    2-WD vehicles     Limit:  12 vehicles 
 This tour begins at the Pony Express Monument at the Colorado Welcome Center at Julesburg I-
76, Exit 180, at 8:00 a.m. on Monday, August 17.  The tour will follow the trail as closely as possible.  
It will include several historic trail sites along the Platte River Loop and visits to three museums in 
Julesburg and a museum in Ft. Morgan. 
  Lunch will be on your own in Sterling.  The tour will end at the Elbridge Gerry gravesite near 
Kuner. 
 In case of rainy weather, some changes may be made. 
 For communication among vehicles, walkie-talkie 22-channel radios are preferred. There is also 
good cell phone coverage in the area. 
 The guide will be Bill Petersen (OCTA). 
 
Contact information : 
Bill Petersen 
553 S. Blaine Ave. 
Minden, Nebraska  68959 
308-832-2211 or (cell) 308-830-1287 
Bilancy@hotmail.com�
 
***OPTION for CHEROKEE TRAIL  and OVERLAND STAGE and TRAIL  participants*** 
 The Robinsons (307-875-3855) are willing to take a group on Sunday, August 16 at 4:00 p.m., to 
the site of the Rock Springs Stage Station and inscriptions on the rocks, then on to the site of the 
Green River Stage Station as well as the site of the cemetery. Call the Robinsons ahead of time for 
arrangements. 
 
CHEROKEE TRAIL TOUR  
Monday and Tuesday, August 17—18, 2009 
Two-day tour   4-WD, with high clearance   Limit: 10 vehicles with CBs 
 The tour members will meet at Cruel Jack’s Truck Stop on the west end of Rock Springs 
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 (I-80 and Highway 191) at 6:30 a.m. on Monday, August 17.  There will be no restrooms, gas 
stations, or cafes from that truck stop to Baggs, Wyoming, about 4:00 p.m.  Bring your own food for 
lunch and snacks and drinking water for both days. 
 The tour will highlight exceptional trail ruts, outstanding 1850 viewsheds, and the possibility of 
observing and filming wild horses. 
 The group members should find their own lodging for the night in either Encampment or 
Saratoga, Wyoming.  See the Wyoming Tourism webpage for motels and campsites. 
  After breakfast on your own on Tuesday morning, the tour group will meet at the Encampment 
Museum at 8:00 a.m.  
 The second day will also have many stops for trail ruts, views, and photos. 
  The group will use CBs to communicate with each other.  There is poor cell phone coverage in 
this area. 
 Warning:   The tour is at a high altitude, so bring hats and use sunscreen.  Drink plenty of water. 
 
 Guides will include OCTA members Chuck & Suzanne Hornbuckle, Tom McCutcheon, Terry del 
Bene (BLM) and Jack & Pat Fletcher. 
 
Contact  information:  
 Jack Fletcher 
 360-683-1958 
 jpfletcher@olympus.net 
 . 
OVERLAND MAIL AND STAGE ROUTE, 1862  
MONDAY AND TUESDAY, AUGUST 17-18, 2009 
Two-day tour       4-WD with high clearance   Limit:  8 vehicles with CBs 
 The tour will leave the BLM Office, 280 Highway 191 north of Rock Springs, Wyoming at 8:00 
a.m. on Monday, August 17.  Each vehicle must begin with a full tank of gas.  Bring plenty of food and 
water for the day.  No restrooms, gas stations, or cafes will be available until Rawlins, Wyoming. 
 Point of Rocks Stage Station is the first stop.  The tour continues with stops at Register Rock, 
then the stage stations of Black Buttes, Big Pond, Ft. La Clede, Dug Springs, and Duck Lake.  Each 
station has its own colorful history.  Permission has been obtained to cross private property (very 
rugged) to the Washakie Station ruins.  The overnight will be at Rawlins. Food and lodging will be on 
your own.  See the Colorado-Cherokee Trail Chapter webpage for motels and campsites. 
 A suggested route for independent travel for the second day will be provided.  Included will be 
directions to the former Elk Mountain Station, various Cherokee Trail monuments and traces of the 
trail, remnants of Fort Sanders, and sites of several stagecoach stations.  The suggested route then 
crosses into Colorado with stops at the Virginia Dale Stage Station and a cabin of historic interest in 
LaPorte. 
 Warning:   This tour is at high altitude, so bring hats and use sunscreen.  Drink plenty of water. 
 
 The group will use CBs to communicate with each other. 
 
 Guides for this tour are Colleen Sievers (BLM) and Bill & Gail Robinson (OCTA). 
 
Contact information: 
Bill Robinson 
624 Evers 
Green River, Wyoming  82936 
307-875-3855 
gbrob@wyoming.com�
�
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CONVENTION TOURS 
 
TOUR A:  THE CHEROKEE/OVERLAND TRAIL TOUR 
 In 1862, Ben Holladay, “the Stagecoach King,” took over the Central Overland, California, and 
Pikes Peak Express (COC&PP Express), shortening the name to the Overland Stage Line. 
 This full-day tour will leave from The Ranch for an orientation stop at the Greeley Museum and 
then start the Cherokee/Overland Trail from the site of the Latham Home Station. Subsequent stops 
will include the sites of Boyd’s Crossing, Halfway House Station, Sherwood Station, Fort Collins 
Military Post Site, and the Overland Park Swing Station marker.  View the Cherokee/Stonewall/10- 
Mile Swing Station site, the setting for Louis L’Amour’s novel, The Cherokee Trail, and noted 
landmarks Steamboat and Tug Rocks. 
 Feast on station grub at the Virginia Dale Station and visit with “Mark Twain” and “Virginia Slade.”  
This station was made famous by the legendary and notorious Joseph A. (Jack) Slade. Lunch, served 
by the ladies of the Virginia Dale Community Club, is included. 
 Return along the foothills route through LaPorte, the Cache La Poudre River crossing, past 
the Spring Canyon Swing Station, and back to The Ranch. 
 Guides for this tour include Peggy Ford and Wayne Sundberg, accompanied by trail experts, Ken 
Jessen, Lee Whiteley, and Dan Rottenberg. 
 
TOUR B:  THE CHEROKEE/OVERLAND TRAIL TOUR…WITH A HIK ING SEGMENT 
 This full-day tour will be similar to the non-hiking Cherokee/Overland Trail Tour (Tour A), but 
because of the hiking element, certain areas will be omitted. 
 After leaving The Ranch, the tour will view the Sherwood Station site, the Fort Collins Military Fort 
site, and the Overland Park Station marker. 
 The two-hour hike will begin through some Overland Trail Ruts to tipi rings and Signature Rock.  
The hike is about one-mile each way.  The beginning is a slight uphill slope, which gets a bit steeper 
below Signature Rock, with “a little climb” to get to the top.  THIS IS RATTLESNAKE COUNTRY .  Be 
cautious. 
 The bus portion of the tour will resume with a visit to Virginia Dale Station. This station was made 
famous by the legendary and notorious Joseph A. (Jack) Slade. The buses will return to Loveland 
along the foothills route through LaPorte, the Cache La Poudre River crossing, and past the Spring 
Canyon Swing Station back to The Ranch. 
 Feast on station grub at the Virginia Dale Station and visit with “Mark Twain” and “Virginia Slade.”  
Lunch, served by the ladies of the Virginia Dale Community Club, is included. 
 Guides for this tour include Peggy Ford and Wayne Sundberg, accompanied by trail experts, Ken 
Jessen, Lee Whiteley, and Dan Rottenberg. 
 
TOUR C:  FOUR FORTS ALONG THE SOUTH PLATTE RIVER TO UR 
 This full-day tour will visit the sites of civilian fur-trading posts along the South Platte River Trail.  
This road has been used by mountain men, military expeditions, Mormons, emigrants, gold-seekers, 
and homesteaders since 1820, when Stephen H. Long ascended the river.  The posts, active during 
the mid-to late 1830s, were built, owned, and operated by such well-known frontiersmen as Lancaster 
Lupton, Peter Sarpy, Henry Fraeb, Louis Vasquez, Andrew Sublette, George Bent, and Ceran St. 
Vrain. 
 These posts, Fort Jackson, Fort Lupton, Fort St. Vrain, and Fort Vasquez, were part of the north-
south Trappers-Taos Trail, linking Bent’s Old Fort and Santa Fe on the Santa Fe Trail with Fort 
Laramie on the Oregon-California Trail.  Fort Vasquez is now a full-size replica reconstructed on its 
original site in the 1930s by the Works Project Administration (WPA). 
  Displays and re-enactors will bring the fur trade era to life.  The tour will end with a visit to 
Latham, also known as Cherokee City, at a point where several trails crossed the South Platte River. 
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  Lunch, set among 100 acres of South Platte bottomland owned by the South Platte Valley 
Historical Society at Fort Lupton, is included. 
 Guides for this tour are Carol and Vern Osborne. 
  
TOUR D:  LOVELAND/BERTHOUD TOUR 
 After leaving The Ranch, buses will start at opposite ends of the tour, either Berthoud or Loveland 
and tour those trail sites during the morning, meeting at 11:30 at the Loveland Museum and Gallery. 
The museum’s trail artifacts will be exhibited and The Rocky Mountain Map Society’s antique maps 
will be on display in the lunch room. 
 The Berthoud segment of the tour will include a view of the Cherokee and Overland Trails 
corridor through Little Thompson Valley toward Horsetooth Rock, near Fort Collins, a view of the area 
of the 1850 Cherokee Trail campsite on the Little Thompson River, a view of the 1870s home of Major 
John Kerr, Overland Trail division superintendent, and a short historical reenactment at the Berthoud 
Town Park. 
 Highlights of the Loveland segment include a visit to the site of Mariano Medina’s fort and 
cemetery at the Cherokee Trail (subsequently Overland Trail) crossing of the Big Thompson River, 
known as Namaqua*. This part of the tour will also include a stop at the Lakeside Cemetery in 
Loveland for the dedication of the relocated grave of H.L.W. Peterson, a pioneer who was killed and 
originally buried beside the Cherokee-Overland Trail in 1854. 
 Watch for volunteers in period dress along the way, and enjoy a horse-drawn covered wagon ride 
and cemetery re-enactments. 
 A sit-down lunch, provided at the Loveland Museum and Gallery, is included. Occupants of one 
bus will tour the museum while the other has lunch; then the groups will switch activities. 
  The members of both the Loveland and Berthoud Historical Societies will be your tour guides. 
 
*Namaqua  is another name for the Big Thompson River crossing of the combined Overland and Cherokee Trails on the west 
side of Loveland. The crossing has had several names: (Mariano) Medina’s Crossing, Big Thompson (first post office), and 
Namaqua.  Namaqua is also the name of the nearby city park where the Medina graves were relocated.  
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CONVENTION SPEAKERS 
 
LEE WHITELEY, KEYNOTE  
Pathways to Gold:  Colorado’s Cherokee Trail, 1849;  Smoky Hill Trail, 1859 
 Lee Whiteley is a fourth generation Coloradan.  He has written several books and articles about the various 
trails through Colorado, including “The Cherokee Trail, Bent’s Old Fort to Fort Bridger.”  Besides being a 
member of OCTA, Lee holds memberships in the Santa Fe Trail Association, the Smoky Hill Trail Association, 
the Union Pacific Historical Society, and the Lincoln Highway Association. 
 This is a fully-illustrated program providing an introduction and overview of the major wagon roads of 
Eastern Colorado.  Emphasis will be placed on the 1849-1850 Cherokee Trail, the multi-use road connecting the 
other primary Colorado Trails:  the Santa Fe Trail, the Taos Trail, the Smoky Hill Trail, and the Overland Trail. 
 The Smoky Hill Trail was instrumental in the founding and settling of Denver and Colorado and this year 
celebrates 150 years of use. This trail was the route of the ‘59ers to the gold fields of Colorado. 
 This presentation will include a summary of those who used the trails, landmarks, present-day 
preservation, mapping, and educational projects. 
 
WESLEY BROWN 
Mapping the Gold Rush to Colorado 
 Wesley Brown, a Denver resident, has been a collector and student of old maps for thirty years.  He has 
confined his map collecting to two areas (1) the earliest world maps up to the year 1540 and (2) the exploration 
and settlement of Colorado from the sixteenth through the twentieth centuries.  He co-founded the Rocky 
Mountain Map Society in 1990 and served as its President.  He has also served on the steering committee of 
the Philip Lee Phillips Society (the national map and geography society of the Library of Congress).  He has 
long been associated with the Denver Public Library and is still active in acquisitions for western collections.  
Wes is the author of several publications on maps. 
 In the spring of 1858, the Colorado Front Range area was uncharted and inhabited primarily by Native 
Americans.  But by the close of 1859, 100,000 fortune seekers had thoroughly explored the Front Range, north 
of Pueblo to the Wyoming border.  In their quest for gold, they left their footprints on the landscape, establishing 
dozens of settlements, and blazing numerous trails.  This presentation, including slides, will inform you about 
Colorado’s gold rush and how it has influenced Colorado maps today. 
 
DON ERICKSON and KEVIN REDDY 
Road from Fort Riley to Bridger Pass  
 Kevin Reddy is a geologist for Brown Operating and does petroleum exploration out of Casper, Wyoming. 
 Don Erickson owns Imaging Exploration in Littleton, Colorado, specializing in international geological 
mapping for petroleum exploration. 
 Both have been active in living history for many years, portraying the Corps of Topographical Engineers to 
the public and have taught several interpretive schools on the subject for the National Park Service.  Watch for 
them in the OCTA film which has a debut on Wednesday evening. 
 
DR. JACK and PAT FLETCHER 
Cherokee Trail Through Time:  Fort Gibson to Fort B ridger 1849-1869 
� The Fletchers are Colorado natives and graduated from Colorado State University and the University of 
Northern Colorado, respectively.  They are considered authorities on the Cherokee Trail, having started their 
studies in 1983.  This trail crossed northeastern Oklahoma, central Kansas, up the Front Range in Colorado, 
and west to Fort Bridger in Wyoming. 
  The Fletchers’ research has uncovered over 100 documents pertaining to this trail.  They have authored 
and co-authored five books pertaining to the trail and Colorado.  Jack is a former science professor and has 
served on OCTA’s board.  Pat has taught history and geography at colleges in Canada and the United States.  
She supervised teachers at Eastern Washington University.  She is newly elected to the OCTA board. 
   Both continue to work in mapping, marking, and preserving the trail remnants including serving on working 
committees with energy companies.  Both are lifetime members of the Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA) and 
charter members of the Smokey Hill Trail Association (SHTA). 
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JERRY GREENE  
 A Military Perspective of the Great Sioux War, 1876-1 877 
 Jerome A. Greene is a retired National Park Service historian and curator now living in Arvada, Colorado.  
He is the author of fifteen books, most dealing with the Indian wars, including, Stricken Field: The Little Bighorn 
since 1876; Indian War Veterans: Memories of Army Life and Campaigns in the West, 1864-1898; and the 
forthcoming Beyond Bear’s Paw: The Nez Perce Indians in Canada.  He has interests in American Indian 
history, nineteenth century military history, and government-Indian relations.  He is currently researching a study 
of the Pine Ridge Campaign of 1890, culminating in the Wounded Knee Massacre. 
 
JOHANNA HARDEN 
The Cherokee Trail and Blackfoot Cave: The Rest of the Story 
 Archivist Johanna Harden has prepared this presentation which will give OCTA members knowledge, 
insight, and encouragement to be proactive in indentifying and saving other historic sites along the trails in 
cooperation with landowners and government agencies. 
 Special emphasis will be placed on the Blackfoot Cave site. Here pre-history is being revealed by the 
archeological dig, in progress, on the Douglas County Open Space Blackfoot Cave site. 
 This is a unique opportunity to share the outstanding success of the collaborative efforts of Griffis Group 
Investments, Douglas County Open Space, Colorado Archeological Society, and Douglas County History 
Research Center—Douglas County Libraries.  Annette Gray, Cheryl Matthews, Ian Griffis, and Neil Hauser will 
participate in the presentation. 
 
MICHAEL LANDON    
A Continuous Line of Stock and Wagons:  A Reapprais al of the 1857 Overland Emigration 
 Michael Landon received degrees in History and Political Science from University of California at Los 
Angeles and a Masters in Public History from California State University, Sacramento.  He is an archivist for the 
Church History Department of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  In that capacity, he has 
acquired documents, conducted research, and assisted in a variety of projects for the Mormon Trail and other 
historic western trails.  He co-authored “Trail of Hope: The Story of the Mormon Trail.” 
 Michael will illustrate the significance of the Cherokee Trail and discuss the size and composition of the 
1857 emigration.  He will also discuss previously published works regarding the trail within this time period with 
the new insights of recent research. 
 
BILL MEIRATH, ALFRED VIGIL, and SHARON DANHAUER 
Mariano Medina:  A legend in his own time 
 Bill Meirath is a member of the Loveland Historical Society.  He is a fur trade, trails, and local history 
enthusiast.  Through his vision and tenacious research, he has generated a preservation movement to save an 
almost forgotten local site. 
 Alfred Vigil retired from a 35-year career with Hewlett-Packard.  He is a hard-working volunteer and 
member of the Berthoud Historical Society with special interests in local history, archeology, trails, and maps. 
 Sharon Danhauer is an avid history enthusiast and interpreter.  She is on the Board of Directors for the 
Loveland and Berthoud Historical Societies.  She has taught Colorado history for a local private school and has 
compiled a state history for home schooled students. 
 Mariano Medina (1812-1878) was as famous in his time as the mountain men we remember today, but his 
legacy has been nearly forgotten.  He settled on an old trappers’ trail on the Big Thompson River near what is 
now Loveland.  His colorful and adventuresome life is the stuff of which legends are made. 
 
MICHAEL MOORE 
Going North and South, Colorado’s Trapper’s Trail 
 Besides giving lectures, Mike Moore has been a staff writer for On The Trail magazine for the last eleven 
years. He has written over 120 articles in a variety of magazines on the fur trade, early western exploration, and 
the people involved in it.  His fourth book, A View to the West came out in February. 
 Mike is a member of the Western Writers of America and can be seen on the History Channel in reruns of a 
program on western history.  He also appears in the film being premiered at this convention. 
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COLLEEN SIEVERS 
Partnership Projects in Trail Recordation and Prese rvation 
 Colleen Sievers is currently the Lead Archeologist for the Bureau of Land Management Field Office in Rock 
Springs, Wyoming.  She has worked for both private and academic cultural consultants before joining BLM five 
years ago.  She will provide examples of partnership projects recording, monitoring, and preserving historic trails 
in southwestern Wyoming. 
 The strengthening of these partnerships is a key in the conservation and protection of the trail remnants 
and their associated landscapes.  Illustrations of volunteer efforts between BLM and OCTA will include studies 
of the Overland Trail, the Cherokee Trail, and the National Historic Trails, including the Sublette Cutoff. 
 4 
 
 
 

�����������	
�������
������������	
�������
������������	
�������
������������	
�������
��
�
����������!���"�����(����� �������� �

'���.�������5�
�����������������%�����/��,��������� �����������5�"��"
�2�%����������
���������
�����������-	�
���%A��
�.�	�0�:���������������2���� ���5�

�-����B��;��������������������������������"� 2���"�2�
����������.�2����0�
�
�����)��"" ����������������� �

�����
	�������������������%�����������%������������ ������	""����������������
���������/��,=��%��
�0��� ����
5�

�������	������������������
������
������5������ ������
���-	�����
�
�*� ���'���� �(������������� ��

��%�����%�����������%�������5�

�-����;�"".�;�	��5� �����B��;�������������	���0�����������

�5���-.���
���
��������%���"��#���������#���-	����0�

/��,�,5�������������2�$�%����
���2�5�

����������"� ����������������5��������"���������������������
����������/��,��5����0�,�
�������3	�
�������������� ������5�����5�

�-������
�-
�����������-
��0�

�
����%�����������%����?���� ����������	��������0�; ����������
�%���	
�5�.�����	�������%��"����
�������
��������-.���
#��
�#��.�	������������������0�
�
���������+���� )�'�)��*� ����������� �
� �����
	���������������%������5��������������B����� �
�;�����.�1�.�,5����0���������	���������"��������
 �����%���2�10��02�5������	�����������������������0 ����.�5�

�������5����	������������������.�������5� �������
�������5����0� ��5�
��������������������"���������� ���������0�'�6�.�����
���-���-	����0�
�
����� ��������!���"�����(����� �������� �
� '���.������������������������5�����	���������"���� �����������������	��%��"��������-��#������.�	�-���% ����
"	��������������������������-��#�����0�������5�

�- ��-��#%��	����������������2���B��;����������������. �	��
��6�.����2��������������������������2���	��2������� ����������.�
�
�� &�����(����� ���������
� ��������5�

�-	������������������
�-��-��	�������� 
���������������������������"".������5����
�������������������
������������

�5��%�"�%�0������ ������"����
���������������5�����������2���5������
 �2�-������
������%�����0�

12



�

�

Workshops 

 
EXTREME MAKEOVER:  PRAIRIE EDITION 
  From simply dressing in period style costume as a volunteer, to creating an in-depth living history 
character, this session offers suggestions and tricks-of-the-trade in establishing a strong foundation 
for costumed living history programs of the Oregon and California Trails.  The workshop is conducted 
by Jane Leche, John C. Luzader, and Mark Gardner. 
  Come!  Learn the basics on the proper use of clothing, make-up, hairstyles, accessories, simple 
stage settings, music, sound systems, and much more! 
 Jane is a public affairs specialist with the United States Forest Service. She has been involved in 
theater and period music groups.  She enjoyed being an extra hand in “In Pursuit of a Dream” as 
“Ranger Jane.” 
  John worked on the Interpretive Center in Baker City, Oregon, and is currently working on the 
Interpretive Center in Elko, Nevada.  He has been involved in living history for over 45 years. 
   Mark Gardner is a respected historian with varied interests. Besides having written guides and 
other publications for the National Park Service, he has received critical acclaim for an accurate 
portrayal of the music of the nineteenth century American Southwest. 
 
HELPING OR HURTING?—ISSUES FOR OCTA IN TRAIL ARCHAEO LOGY 
 Join with other OCTA members in seeking ways to structure OCTA guidelines and future OCTA 
policies in regard to archeological finds, trail mapping, access, and data confidentiality.  Leslie R. 
Fryman, National Trails Preservation Officer, will preside during the discussion.  Leslie will be joined 
by OCTA Mapping Chairman, Dave Welch, and others, as they seek your knowledge and input in this 
critical phase of OCTA’s mission of trail preservation. 
 
NATIONAL HISTORY DAY 
 Learn about this way to promote student interest in history.  National History Day is a program 
throughout all 50 states.  Promoting National and State History Day and cooperating with participants 
is a way OCTA may connect with the youth throughout the United States.  Learn about the program 
and how to get your OCTA chapter involved in your state’s program.  The National, Wyoming, and 
Colorado program models will be explained.  On the panel will be Rick Ewing, Associate Director of 
the American Heritage Center; Dick Kean, Assistant Coordinator, Wyoming History Day; Christine 
Sundberg, the Colorado State Coordinator; and Susan Gustin, the Assistant Colorado State 
Coordinator. Pat Fletcher, OCTA Board member, will be the moderator. 
 
PARTNERING WITH FEDERAL AGENCIES ON YOUR TRAIL PROJ ECTS 
 Officials from the National Park Service (NPS), the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), United 
States Forest Service (USFS), and the Fish & Wildlife Service (F&WS), discuss their work, their 
respective areas of responsibility, projects, and assets.  Included in this discussion will be ways in 
which assets and projects may be shared with volunteers from OCTA and other trail organizations. 
 
PLANNING CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT AND MEMBERSHIP 
 These chapter basics will be discussed by Ross Marshall and Duane Iles.  Chapter presidents, all 
chapter membership chairpersons, and anyone interested in membership and chapter development 
should attend.  On the agenda will be discussions of how membership is handled locally and 
nationally, ways to improve the interaction between the chapter and the national office, strategies for 
increasing OCTA membership numbers, review of board actions as they pertain to the local chapters, 
and a review of all issues that involve chapters. 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN AREA RESEARCH 
 This panel presentation will discuss research collections or special collections held by each 
library/archive and how to access this material.  Members of the panel represent archivists and 
librarians from the outstanding libraries, universities, and research facilities in the region.  Members of 
the panel will include Mark Greene (Director, American Heritage Center and OCTA Library; University 
of Wyoming), Tamsen Emerson Hert (Collection Development Department, University of Wyoming 
Libraries), Wendell Cox (Western History & Genealogy Department, Denver Public Library), Johanna 
Harden (Douglas County Archives),  Mike Landon (Archivist, Family and Church History Department, 
LDS, Salt Lake City, Utah), and panel moderator, Barb Netherland (North Platte Valley Museum, 
Gering, Nebraska, and OCTA Board member). 
 
SUCCESSFUL CONVENTIONS 
 Jim Budde will give a short presentation on OCTA’s convention goals and review some of the 
critical factors that have contributed to the success of past conventions.  Attendees will be 
encouraged to participate in the discussions and raise questions.  Chapter members who have been 
assigned a convention, or those who are contemplating sponsoring a future convention, will find this 
workshop helpful in their planning. 
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 The official host motel, Best Western Crossroads Inn & Conference Center, is the site for the 
meeting of the OCTA Board of Directors on Tuesday, August 18, 2009. 
 The remaining convention activities and the boarding and disembarking of convention tour buses 
will take place at  
 

 
 

5280 Arena Circle, Loveland.   We will be in the Thomas M. McKee 4-H, Youth and Community 
Building on the south side of Arena Circle. 
 
RAFFLE and LIVE AUCTION 
 There will be a live auction on August 20.  Our auctioneer is John Winner (OCTA).  The annual 
raffle will also be conducted throughout the week.  If you have items to donate, please contact 
Colorado-Cherokee Trail Chapter President, Camille Bradford, at bradford@usa.net. 
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BASIC INFORMATION 

TOURS, TREKS, or FIELD TRIPS 
 The OCTA conventions offer “tours.”  For those of you who are new to OCTA conventions, the 
tours conducted during the convention are all-day bus tours to trail sites and places of interest.  
Usually one of these includes hiking as a major component.  Tour B , the Cherokee Trail/Overland 
Stage Route Tour HIKE is such a tour. 
 The tours conducted before the convention may be one- or two-day treks to generally less 
accessible sites. These are self-drive tours in two- or four-wheel drive vehicles.  Usually CBs or 
walkie-talkies are used to communicate among the vehicles. 
 
SELF-GUIDED TOURS 
 We are offering suggestions for self-guided tour for individual travel after the convention.  These 
handouts may be picked up at the Registration/Information Desk during the convention. Take the tour 
you missed, tour Denver, or follow a part of the Santa Fe Trail after the convention. 
 
ALTITUDE and TEMPERATURE 
 The altitude in the Loveland-Berthoud-Fort Collins area is around 5,000 feet above sea level.  
Thirty miles west of this area, the altitude quickly increases to over 7,000 feet; then even more quickly 
rises to 14,000 feet.   Denver’s altitude is about 5,300 feet.  The preconvention tours starting in 
western Wyoming may traverse areas over 10,000 feet. 
 The average temperature range for August in the Loveland area is 85° to 55°.  While the days 
may be warm, night temperatures drop quickly. 
 
DIETARY CONCERNS 
 If you have special dietary concerns or needs, please write a letter with those concerns or needs 
listed, sign the letter, and enclose it with your registration form or mail the letter to OCTA 
Headquarters before August 10.  Vegetarian dinners will be provided for those who have made 
arrangement with their registration.  The luncheons include vegetarian selections. 
  
SUNSCREEN 
 Be sure to bring and use sun screen.  The less dense air of higher altitudes allows the sun to 
affect your skin more quickly than at lower elevations. 
 
DRINK WATER 
 Take water with you.  Drink water before you feel really thirsty. The higher altitude of this region 
will quickly dry you out, internally and externally.  Stay hydrated. 
 
RATTLESNAKE COUNTRY  
 Be alert to the possible presence of rattlesnakes, especially while on tours.  Generally, you won’t 
see them because the snakes attempt to avoid human contact. But, if they feel threatened (by their 
standards, not ours), they will strike, without warning.  Don’t depend on the “rattle” to warn you. 
 
MEDICATIONS 
 Be sure to pack your medications.  Please include your allergy medications, insect repellent, and 
your own treatments for insect bites and stings. For your safety, bring a list of your medications and 
carry it with you. 
 
LOST & FOUND 
 Bring any items you find to the Registration/Information Desk. 
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MEDICAL INFORMATION  
 Please bring this information with you as you register: 

·  Your local address(hotel, motel, or campground) 
·  Your primary physician’s name and telephone number 
·  Name and telephone number of an emergency contact (someone not attending the 

convention) 
·  Your insurance company information 
·  Your known medical problems and allergies 

 
 

 

Wed, nd.org  REGISTRATION INFORMATION  

MAIL-IN REGISTRATION: 
 Please return your completed registration form along with your check or completed credit 
card information in the enclosed self-addressed envelope.  Mail the registration form and 
payment to: 

OCTA Registration 
PO Box 1019 

Independence, MO  64051-0519  
�

ONLINE REGISTRATION: 
Registration may be done online at the OCTA website: 
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REGISTER BEFORE JULY 20, 2009 TO AVOID 
LATE REGISTRATION FEES 
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CONVENTION LODGING 
HOTELS & MOTELS 

The Convention Host Hotel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other hotels and motels with special OCTA rates: 
 Mention OCTA when making reservation.   All prices are per night, plus taxes. 
 
Candlewood Suites 
6046 East Crossroads Boulevard F�����'7�����
G2  Loveland, CO 80538 
970-667-5444    Fax 970-667-5445 www.CandlewoodSuites.com 
OCTA convention rate…$95   (25 rooms available at this rate) 
Distance to The Ranch…1.2 miles 
 
Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites 
6092 East Crossroads Boulevard F�����'7�����
G2  Loveland, CO  80538 
970-663-0057  www.hiexpress.com 
OCTA convention rate…$95   (25 rooms available at this rate) 
Distance to The Ranch…1.1 miles 
 
Embassy Suites   ($129) 
4705 Clydesdale Parkway 
Loveland, CO  80538 
970-593-6200 
Distance to The Ranch…0.4 miles 
http//embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/FNLESES-OCT-20090818/index.jtml 
 
Additional hotels and motels with no  special OCTA rates 
Rates quoted are from the web site for each individual chain for August 2009 per night, plus taxes, or from the 
facility itself. Facilities named in order of distance from The Ranch. 
 
ValuePlace  ($229-$269 per week)   Residence Inn by Marriott ($159) 
3915 Peralta Drive   5450 McWhinney Boulevard 
Loveland, CO  80538   Loveland, CO  80538 
970-461-0011   970-622-7000 
Distance to The Ranch…1.2 miles   Distance to The Ranch…3.9 miles 
    
 
Fairfield Inn by Marriott ($109)   Hampton Inn ($118.15) 
1710 Foxtail Drive   5500 Stone Creek Circle 
Loveland, CO  80538   Loveland, CO  80538 
970-461-1000   970-593-1400 
Distance to The Ranch…4.0 miles   Distance to The Ranch…4.0 miles 
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Best Western Crossroads Inn & Conference Center 
5542 East U. S. Highway 34 F�����'7�����*��G  

Loveland, CO  80537 
970-667-7810     Fax 970-667-1047 

www.bestwesterncolorado.com 
OCTA convention rate…$92 per night, plus taxes (89 rooms available) 

Distance to The Ranch…4.2 miles 
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Super 8 Motel Windsor ($70)   Budget Host Exit 254 Inn  ($65) 
1265 Main Street   2716 SE Frontage Road 
Windsor, CO  80550   Loveland, CO  80537 
970-686-5996   970-484-0870 
Distance to The Ranch…6.1 miles   Distance to The Ranch…6.3 miles 
 
Comfort Inn ($120-160)    Quality Inn ($110-130) 
1500 Cheyenne Avenue   1638 E. Eisenhower Blvd 
Loveland, CO 80538   Loveland, CO  80537 
970-593-0100   970-635-9500 
Distance to The Ranch…6.6 miles   Distance to The Ranch…6.8 miles 
 
Super 8 Motel Loveland ($80) 
655 E. Eisenhower Blvd 
Loveland, CO  80537 
970-663-7000 
Distance to The Ranch…6.8 miles 
 
Other motels in Fort Collins are about 12 miles fro m The Ranch 
 

RV CAMPGROUNDS 
 
Call facility for rates 
Facilities named in order of distance from The Ranch 
 
Loveland RV Resort   Johnson’s Corner RV Retreat 
4421E US Highway 34   3618 SE Frontage Road 
Loveland, CO  80537   Loveland, CO  80537 
970-667-1204   970-669-8400 
Distance to The Ranch…5.4 miles   Distance to The Ranch…7.1 miles 
155 sites with electricity, water, sewer   100 sites with electricity, water, sewer 
 
 
Boyd Lake State Park   Carter Valley Campground 
3720 N. County Road 11c   1326 N County Road 29 
Loveland, CO  80538   Loveland, CO  80537 
800-678-2267   970-663-3131 
Distance to The Ranch…8.6 miles   Distance to The Ranch…15.5 miles 
148 sites with electricity, only   29 sites with electricity, water, sewer 
 
 There are many other campgrounds available in the area.  Check with AAA, Good Sam, Passport America, 
or the organization of your choice for places and spaces. 
  
 Neat place, especially for families, but 47 miles away, the Terry Bison Ranch on the Colorado-Wyoming 
border.  They have cabins, RV sites, and more. Check out the webpage at www.terrybisonranch.com  or call 
them at 307-634-4171 (between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. MST) 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
�
� �������	� 
 �������
����������������
������ �
� ��������	��	�������� �
� �������	���������� �
�  !� " � � "#$�� �

����������	

�
�
��
��
�������������
����������
��	 �
��������������� �
!""#"$�
���%�&�����
'��	���
�
��������������(	��
�
�������	�)��������*� ��������������	*)	
��	���	��
�+��
������*�	
��������
�����'�
�����,	�*�)�������� -�.���/�
��
����
 
                        18 



�

�

 

�

19 



�

�

Suggested Reading List 
�������1�
���	������ 2�?�����,0�(�������2�� � � � � ��������
��������� 0�+�	���+=,��	��
���.�����,	�	��2�(���������H� � � � � ;�%�2� ���2�����+� ������2�;�
����
����
��		������	���� 2�$�
"��(���.�
�
���2�������1�
�
��	������������������������
��	����������	 2���0�+�$�.�$0�;�����
8�������""��������
C������$�������:����+������=���� �#�1���09��/���
����?�	���
 2�I�
0���0�B�0�&2� �������

���
� �


2�+��� ����
�.�
������
������� �
�
���
��
��	������� 2�J���.
�<�����
�
��
�����	���!��	����������"��#�$������
���
������ ��%����� 2�(������������
����!��	�����������&�%���	�� 2�<��%��.�(0�:���H5��
����!��	����������"��'�	�
���������!��%����()*+�!�	 ���!��%�, 2� �

����'0����5��
����!��	���������� 2�$�-����1	��	��
���	-��.����
�	 2�1�����+��������
���/��������
��	���!
�	����������� 2������;��%�
#�0����	
�	������	 2�(�����
�(�����
��������
���������1����	-��.����
�	�	
��
�	�������� 2�+��� ����
�.�
����
����������
�������0
�����(23)1�����0
������(245 2����������K0�,0�:
������2�1�0�?��#�K0�:
������2��� ��+��� ����
�.�
����
����������
�������0
�������(24(�()55 2�1�0�?��#�'0�:
��������������������K0�,0�:
�������
8���������#�������
29�/���
����?�	���
 2�I�
0���0�B�0�0��	������

�2�?��#�'0�������������� K0�,0�:
������2�
� "����%��"�����������
�(�""��%�-.�+��� ����
�.�
�������
��	���!�
�,�6��� 2� �.����0�+�������;�5�����0�$�.��������

��	��
����$������	��"��	���7���	��
��8����!����1�	� �����	-���
�	�9����%�������� 2�1���$�����-��%�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

20 


